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The following impact assessment follows the requirements of Section 18.07 “Written Impact Assessment 
Requirements” of the Genoa Township Zoning Ordinance. 
 

a. Preparer. 
 
Prepared by: 
Kathleen Kline-Hudson, Director 
Livingston County Planning Department 
Staff Facilitator, Livingston County Parks and Open Space Advisory Committee 
304 E. Grand River Ave. 
Howell, MI 48843 
 
Prepared for: 
Livingston County Government 
304 E. Grand River Ave. 
Howell, MI 48843 
 
Genoa Charter Township 
2911 Dorr Road 
Brighton, MI 48116 
 
 

b. Description of the Project Site. 
Fillmore County Park consists of 198 acres 
located in Sections 1 and 2 of the northeast 
quadrant of Genoa Charter Township. The land 
was bequeathed to Livingston County for park 
purposed by Raymond Fillmore. The site primarily 
consists of fallow agricultural land with the 
exception of the Fillmore farmstead located at 
7315 McClements. For the near future the county 
intends to have the farmstead residence occupied 
by a park caretaker. In the future, this structure 
may be demolished or used for park purposes 
such as an interpretative center. The site is 
bordered by agriculture and rural residences to 
the north and west, Camp Chaldean to the south 
and Del-Sher Estates to the east. 
 

c. Impact on Natural Features. 
 
The project site contains three unregulated wetlands of less than 5 acres in size (NWI), three woodland 
areas totaling approximately 32 acres, and open, fallow agricultural land. The land is generally low-
sloped, with gently-rolling topography of 0-12%. Elevations range from a low of 975 feet USGS to a 
high of 1,000 feet. The USDA Soil Survey of Livingston County indicates that the soils on-site are 
predominately well-drained Miami Loam, Owosso Miami Sandy Loam and Fox-Boyer Complex. These 
soils present only slight or moderate limitations for nonfarm use. The site also contains scattered 
pockets of muck soils. 
  
Livingston County’s High-Quality Natural Areas, a 2003 publication of the Livingston County Planning 
Department, indicates that there are two (2) Priority 2 natural areas located on site. Priority 2 natural 
areas are usually between 50 and 200 acres and have average scores for bio-diversity. 
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This project is intended to not harm the natural features on-site; to do so would be counter-productive 
to the park setting. 

  
Natural features on the Fillmore County Park site have been recorded by the Huron River Watershed 
Council (HRWC) through a Bioreserve Site Assessment. This assessment has been submitted to the 
Township with the rezoning application. In summary, the HRWC ranked East Fillmore (approx.120 
acres) and West Fillmore (approx.80 acres) for 15 ecological criteria. HRWC rankings place both areas 
of the park in the lower range for all the Bioreserve Sites in the watershed ranging from 25 to 1244. The 
main differences between the two areas were that Fillmore East got slightly more points for being better 
connected to other natural areas and Fillmore West got points for being less ecologically disturbed than 
Fillmore East (Fillmore East got zero points for this due to former farming of land). 

 
d. Impact on Stormwater Management. 

 
Grading and construction operations at the site will be very minimal for the entrance drive, parking area, 
playfield, restroom facility and trail, therefore, there should be little to no impact on stormwater 
management. The Drain Commissioner is a member of the Livingston County Parks and Open Space 
Advisory Committee and his expertise will be sought throughout the construction project. 

 
e. Impact on Surrounding Land Use. 

  
Phase I development of Fillmore County Park will entail the construction of: a park entrance, driveway, 
parking lot with ADA spaces, a restroom facility with vaulted toilet, a sidewalk that will connect parking 
to the restroom, a sports playfield and a 5K trail. This construction will primarily occur near the 
Kellogg/McClements Road intersection. 
 
Each of these permitted uses in the PRF zoning district are compatible with the adjacent recreational 
land uses and the PRF zoning of Camp Chaldean. Additionally, the future recreational uses of Fillmore 
County Park will not be detrimental to surrounding residential property values in terms of views, light, 
noise and other nuisances which could negatively impact adjacent properties. Conversely, use of the 
park will provide health and welfare benefits to the surrounding residential areas. 
 
Subsequent phases of the park may be planned for the future. A conceptual site plan for park 
development has been created and can be found in the rezoning application materials. Additionally, the 
site currently contains the Fillmore farmstead consisting of a residence and outbuildings at 7315 
McClements Road.   
 
The Livingston County Parks and Open Space Advisory Committee has kept residents in the immediate 
area and the facility manager of Camp Chaldean, regularly informed of the plans for the park since 
February 2014 when a public meeting was held for a Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund grant that 
was being submitted by Livingston County at that time. Since the February 2014 public meeting, the 
committee has maintained communication through periodic visits and e-mail contact, as well as through 
two (2) liaison Del-Sher Estates residents that attend meetings of the Parks and Open Space Advisory 
Committee in order to keep informed of the plans for the park so that they can better inform their 
neighbors. 

 
f. Impact on Public Facilities and Services. 

 
The Park will serve the Howell, Brighton and Hartland areas, being centrally located between them. 
With this ideal location, Fillmore County Park should attract a modest number of visitors, primarily on 
the weekends. There is no anticipated impact on public schools. County employee presence will be  
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periodic. In collaboration with the Livingston County Parks and Open Space Advisory Committee, the 
Livingston County Road Commission will provide upkeep of the gravel road and lot, and the Sheriff’s 
Department will patrol the main use area. Letters of support were obtained from both of these entities 
for the Land and Water Conservation Fund grant that will partially fund park development. 
 

g. Impact on Public Utilities. 
 
Fillmore County Park will not be served by municipal utilities, nor are utilities currently requested for this 
park usage. Sanitary services will be provided to public by a waterless vault toilet in a restroom facility. 
 

h. Storage and Handling of Any Hazardous Materials. 
 
Hazardous substances will not be used, stored or disposed of on the site. 
 

i. Impact on Traffic and Pedestrians. 
 
Access to Fillmore County Park will be from McClements Road, a gravel road on the south side of the 
property. The park entrance drive will be located approximately 400 feet east of the intersection of 
Kellogg and McClements Roads, nearest to the areas from which most traffic will arrive. Through park 
planning it was determined that this is the best point of entry into the park. This entrance location 
creates a good starting point for future phases of the park, and the location is buffered from neighboring 
residential areas while establishing good cross access to the neighboring Camp Chaldean. 
 
Based on the Institute of Transportation Engineers (ITE) common trip generation rates at the PM Peak 
Hour, a County Park of 198 acres generates 17.8 trips (.09 per unit).  

 
j. Special Provisions. 

 
The trust agreement of Raymond Fillmore states that Livingston County is to only use the land for 
recreation purposes as a county park. Therefore, Livingston County is unable to utilize the land for any 
other purpose.  
 

 
 
 
 
 

Sources: 
 

 National Wetlands Inventory Maps 
 United States Geological Survey (USGS)Topographic Quadrangle Maps 
 United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) Soil Conservation Service, Soil Survey of 

Livingston County, Michigan 
 Livingston County’s High-Quality Natural Areas, Livingston County Planning Department 2003 
 Huron River Watershed Council, Bioreserve Site Assessment, 2014 
 9th Edition ITE Trip Generation Manual  

 


































